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For Immediate Release




  Monday, December 4, 2006


Neighborhood Funding Stream Announces New Round of Grantees

(Philadelphia, PA) – United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania and the North Central Empowerment Zone Community Trust Board have selected seven organizations to receive $76,000 in funding from the Neighborhood Funding Stream to confront youth violence in the North Central Empowerment Zone neighborhood. The organizations will receive grants between $6,000 and $11,000 for their innovative approaches to engaging youth in programs and relationships that increase their commitment to non-violent conflict resolution.  


The Neighborhood Funding Stream is a unique initiative created in partnership with Community Trust Boards, the Philadelphia Empowerment Zone, Neighborhood Transformation Initiative and United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania to invest in community assets, enhance local capacity and support successful community-based strategies in the three Empowerment Zone neighborhoods in Philadelphia. The first of its kind among other Empowerment Zone initiatives in the country, the Neighborhood Funding Stream was seeded by the repayment of loans made to businesses and organizations in the targeted neighborhoods.  A total of $468,000 in grants will be awarded in the North Central and American Street Empowerment Zone neighborhoods during the 2006-07 grant cycle.

More information about the Neighborhood Funding Stream can be found at www.uwsepa.org/nfs
Grantees: 

Education Works – An after-school program focused on community-building and violence prevention activities. 
The University Community Collaborative of Philadelphia at Temple: Voices Project -Provides leadership, communication and conflict resolution skills.

Big Brothers Big Sisters (More Bigs, Less Violence) - A mentoring program with a strategy for violence prevention.
Journey Home - An interactive, multimedia conflict resolution and resilience-building program.
The Village of the Arts and Humanities:  Teen Leadership Corps Program.
Art-Reach - A program engaging youth to design and create T-shirts with slogans calling for peace in the community as a counter response to the “stop snitching” mentality.
Town Watch Integrated Services:  Safe Corridor program.
United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania

Founded in 1921 by the business community, United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania improves people’s lives by mobilizing the caring power of donors, volunteers and communities.  United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania is one of the region’s largest non-
profit organizations and one of approximately 1,400 affiliated United Ways nationwide.  Each United Way is independent, separately incorporated, and governed by local volunteers.  To learn more about the United Way and its network of agencies in our community, visit www.uwsepa.org. 

Neighborhood Transformation Initiative/Philadelphia Empowerment Zone

Founded in 1994, the Philadelphia Empowerment Zone (EZ) is a community development and economic revitalization program, created federally and guided locally. The EZ and the Neighborhood Transformation Initiative (NTI) came together under a unified structure in 2005 to guide and fund the implementation of strategies and programs that improve public safety, advance human development, create a welcoming environment and invigorate commerce. Collaborating with neighborhood planning boards, community-based organizations, businesses and city agencies, the NTI/EZ work to achieve a common vision built upon each neighborhood’s strengths. To learn more about the Philadelphia Empowerment Zone visit www.empowermentzone.org.             
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