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The Neighborhood Funding Stream (NFS) is a grant-making program administered by Philadelphia’s Commerce Department in partnership with United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania. Established by the members of the local Community Trust Boards in the American Street, North Central and West Philadelphia Empowerment Zones this fund makes grants available on an annual basis.     

Guiding Principle 

The mission of the Neighborhood Funding Stream is to support sustainable community and economic development efforts in a culturally and ethnically diverse community. The Neighborhood Funding Stream contributes to a healthy, self-sufficient and safe environment providing all amenities of life to community members and residents. 

March 8, 2010
Dear Colleague,

I’m writing to let you know that this year, the Neighborhood Funding Stream is making available grants of up to $2,000 in order to support one very important asset of the American Street Empowerment Zone—its network of vibrant and effective non-profit community organizations—and to prevent crises from limiting the ability of this network to provide much-needed services to the American Street Empowerment Zone community.  Grants will be awarded to address emergency facility, equipment and basic systems repairs and upgrades. Projects supported with these funds must be completed by June 30, 2010.
Guidelines

Agency Assistance grants are available for one-time expenses. This may include replacement, repair, or improvement of facilities, existing equipment or basic systems. Examples of eligible projects include but are not limited to: repair of broken heating systems, emergency plumbing repair, and replacement of crashed computer systems. 

Applicants for assistance funds must be in "good standing" with the Neighborhood Funding Stream and the City of Philadelphia (i.e. have submitted all required reports, have complied with contracts, etc.) and demonstrate financial need.
The maximum award that agencies can request is $2,000.  The amount requested must represent no more than 50% of the total project budget, and additional funds must already be secured from other sources. 

While the purpose of these funds is to effectively address emergency situations, we will also consider requests that address crucial projects included in the agency’s deferred maintenance plan that are not yet emergency in nature.

If the request is for replacement of equipment (such as air conditioning units), the agency is required to replace the equipment with energy-efficient models qualified by ENERGY STAR or other relevant energy efficiency rating.
  
Eligibility

Emergency grants will be made available to non-profit 501(c)3 agencies located in or near the American Street Empowerment Zone (see map and address listing below), that can demonstrate that a majority of the clients they serve live in the American Street Empowerment Zone.   Agencies must also demonstrate how their mission fits under the Neighborhood Funding Stream funding priorities of:  Economic Development, Housing, and Children and Youth Development.
To apply for an emergency assistance grant, a written request (no more than 2 pages) with the following information must be submitted to the Commerce Department: 

· Statement of how the agency meets geographic eligibility requirements (i.e. located within the American Street Empowerment Zone, number of clients who reside within the American Street Empowerment Zone, etc.)

· Statement of how the agency meets funding priority requirements (i.e. how the agency’s mission fits with the NFS funding priorities of Economic Development, Housing, and Children and Youth Development)
· Description of the project and an explanation of how the agency will be better able to serve the ASEZ community effectively when the project is complete.
· Details about the project including who will provide the work and a project timeline


· Information about other sources of funding that have been committed or solicited to completely resolve the emergency situation
Please also provide:

· Itemized project budget with descriptions of the work and costs

· Organizational budget for the current fiscal year

· Copies of two bids for the cost of the work
· The agency’s deferred maintenance plan, if applicable

· Copy of IRS 501(c)(3) designation letter. 
Please note that the following requests will not be considered:

· Debt repayment


· Payroll

· Any expense of a recurring nature

            

How to Apply

Please submit written requests in an e-mail to Jeremy Thomas (jeremy.thomas@phila.gov) or via mail at the address below. Please include all of the information requested in the guidelines above and attach project budget and organizational budget documents.  
Requests will be considered as they are received until funds are exhausted.  The Commerce Department will attempt to provide a response within two weeks of the request. If funds are granted, the Commerce Department will send a letter of commitment, and funding will be released after the agency submits invoices or receipts for completed project work.  For emergencies, we expect that the agency will resolve the emergency situation within 30 days of receiving a commitment letter. Grant awards must be spent on or before June 30, 2010. 
Feel free to contact Jeremy Thomas with any questions:
Jeremy Thomas
Commerce Department
1515 Arch Street, 12th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19107
ph:  (215) 683-2153
jeremy.thomas@phila.gov
Please refer to this map to confirm that the agency is located inside or near the targeted geographic area, which is shaded.
American Street Empowerment Zone
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Please also refer to this address listing to determine if clients of the agency reside within the American Street Empowerment Zone.

American Street Empowerment Zone - Address Listing

All streets are North or West, unless otherwise noted.

 

If the range of address for a street is followed by "Even," then only even house numbers in that range are included in the Zone. If a range of addresses is followed by "Odd," then only the odd house numbers are included. Even house numbers are on the South and West sides of the street; odd numbers are on the North and East.

 

	2nd Street 1201 to 2659

3rd Street 1210 to 2656

4th Street 1200 to 2253

4th Street 2300 to 2649

5th Street 1200 to 2261

6th Street 1200 to 2253 Odd

A Street 2505 to 2558

American Street 1200 to 2612

Arlington Street 400 to 499

B Street 2600 to 2625

Berks Street 102 to 543

Blair Street 1600 to 1867

Bodine Street 1511 to 2563

Cadwallader Street 1206 to 1830

Cecil B. Moore Blvd 155 to 599

Colona Street 100 to 299

Columbia Ave, East 12 to 31

Creighton Street 613 to 1729

Cumberland Street, East 100 to 199

Cumberland Street 107 to 301

Dauphin Street 109 to 326

Dauphin Street 400 to 632 Even

Diamond Street 104 to 537

Edgeley Street 400 to 550

Fairhill Street 2123 to 2260

Fountain Street 100 to 199

Frankford Ave 1200 to 1868 Even

Front Street 1206 to 1951

Front Street 2000 to 2343 Odd

Front Street 2400 to 2648

Germantown Ave 1200 to 2083

Germantown Ave 2101 to 2199 Odd

Girard Ave 2 to 536 Odd

Guest Street 100 to 199

Hancock Street 1202 to 2699

Harlan Street 409 to 420

Hazzard Street 210 to 225

Hewson Street 100 to 552

Hewson Street, East 100 to 199

Hope Street 1200 to 2567
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	Howard Street 1200 to 2660

Huntingdon Street, East 100 to 186

Huntingdon Street 108 to 326

Jefferson Street, East 1 to 99

Jefferson Street 109 to 532

Kensington Ave 2404 to 2656 Even

Lawrence Street 1204 to 2261

Lee Street 2501 to 2562

Lehigh Ave, East 100 to 399 Even

Lehigh Ave 106 to 320 Even

Leithgow Street 1203 to 2250

Leopard Street 1205 to 1253

Mascher Street 1210 to 2659

Master Street 102 to 598

Montgomery 101 to 543

Morse Street 511 to 547

Mutter Street 1800 to 2555

Norris Street 111 to 536

Norris Street, East 2100 to 2170 Even

Orianna Street 1303 to 2675

Orkney Street 1437 to 2199

Oxford Street 4 to 542

Palethorpe Street 1207 to 2668

Palmer Street, East 4 to 16

Palmer Street 146 to 172

Phillip Street 1416 to 2554

Potter Street 2501 to 2647

Randolph Street 1206 to 2155

Redner Street 400 to 499

Reese Street 1801 to 2256

Sergeant Street 212 to 222

Stiles Street 1 to 599

Susquehanna 100 to 601

Thompson Street, East 1 to 99

Thompson Street 8 to 599

Tilghman Street 1700 to 1772

Turner Street 100 to 539

Waterloo Street 1708 to 2671

Wilt Street 100 to 185

York Street 104 to 32
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